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INTRODUCTION

The NATO aggression against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in
1999 is one of the most tragic episodes in the modern history of the
Serbian people. In military terms, this conflict was almost absurd: the
largest military coalition in history attacked a small and isolated country
with a genuine threat to destroy it utterly. From the political and cultural
point of view, this conflict brought to Serbia besides terrible destruction
and numerous victims, a profound disappointment because the war was
initiated by its former allies from the two great world wars.

During the 20th century, in the First Balkan War and the First and
Second World War, Serbia mainly fought against far superior enemies
(the Ottoman Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Imperial Germany
and later Nazi Germany) but always with a strong motive of freedom in
the foreground. Serbia emerged as a winner and part of the winning
alliances from all these conflicts. In so far, the military attack of the
nineteen NATO member states on Serbia, i.e., the former FR Yugoslavia
(the remaining federation of Serbia and Montenegro after the dissolution
of the “Great Yugoslavia”), conducted by an alliance of some major allies
from the previous wars (France, United Kingdom, USA), represented an
enormous civilizational shock to the Serbian people. It was hard to
comprehend and accept the ideological, political and “humanitarian”
reasons declared by the Western allies as justification for their warfare.
From this perspective, it can be stated that the fallen members of the
Yugoslav Army and the Ministry of the Interior of Serbia demonstrated
heroism and courage equal to those of their ancestors who fought in the
previous wars for freedom and honor of the homeland. On the occasion
of two decades of this, for many reasons, a unique war in military history,
the Faculty of Security Studies of the University of Belgrade and the
Institute of International Politics and Economics from Belgrade decided
to publish the international thematic collection of scientific papers.

Besides the authors from Serbia, we included into this project the
authors from countries from four continents - Europe, Asia, North
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America, and South America. The review team consists of distinguished
scientists from China, the United States, Brazil, and Poland.

This collection of papers is divided into five thematic units. In the first
unit, prominent scientists in the field of international public law perceive
the NATO's aggression on the FRY from a legal point of view,
problematizing the Alliance’s military action from the point of legality
and legitimacy. Unambiguous and argumentative facts have backed up
the conclusion that the NATO war against the FRY did not have a
foothold in international law and that its conduct violated several of its
key norms. Simultaneously, it is indicated that the current world order,
which relies, albeit formally, on the United Nations Organization, is not
functioning for the benefit of smaller and weaker subjects of international
relations at all, but unfortunately, the great and powerful forces act
according to their own will, finding justifications in human principles and
the defense of human rights.

The second unit consists of works which examine the NATO
aggression in the regional and continental geopolitical context and
analyze the crucial political-geographical, geoeconomic and geostrategic
factors which led to the war in 1999. In their works, the authors
demonstrate how the interests of big and small actors in the Balkans have
crossed, how it has reflected on the intensification of the ethnic crisis in
Kosovo and Metohija, and finally - how and why the military action
against the FR Yugoslavia took place. Moreover, these works also point
to the long-term harmful effects caused by the NATO aggression, not only
regarding the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of
Serbia but also in the context of the interethnic and geopolitical relations
on the Balkan Peninsula.

In the third unit of this collection of papers, the 1999 war in the FR
Yugoslavia is analyzed in an even wider context - from the angle of global
relations and world politics. The authors, whose works are represented
in this thematic unit, suggest the 1999 aggression on the FRY occurred
during a specific period of international relations when only one power
(USA) dominated the planetary political scene. It was a unipolar order,
which manifested precisely during the transition from the 20th to the 21st
century, through a series of US military interventions in the world (FRY,
Afghanistan, Iraq, etc.). The papers point to a significant change in power
relations in the world, as well as the cooperation of other great powers
(China, Russia, etc.) to create more balanced political circumstances in the
world and prevent the recurrence of the situation from 1999.
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The fourth unit contains works focusing on certain aspects of the
modus operandi of NATO and the US armed forces as the leading force
within the Alliance. Among other facts, the works display the operational
concept of NATO crisis management. Next, they demonstrate the fact that
the doctrine of the low-intensity conflict was partially used during the
preparation and the aggression itself. Moreover, the works emphasize
that the media preparation for the aggression has been carried out
through manipulation of the world public opinion. The key importance
of the strategic use of US aviation and aviation of other NATO countries
during the aggression is also highlighted. Readers will be able to learn
many details about the preparation and implementation of the aggression
on the FRY in 1999, which have not been widely known or present in
scientific works so far.

The fifth unit of the collection of papers relates to the questions of
NATO's purpose in this century, its role and goals in changed geopolitical
circumstances in the world. Subsequently, it deals with NATO's relations
with countries which are not its members. Finally, at the very end of the
proceedings, the damage caused by the 1999 aggression to the FR
Yugoslavia is presented. The said damage (here we are not referring to
the lost lives, which represent an irrecoverable loss) is not only economical
(financial) but also ecological and cultural, even civilizational - thus, in
overall, a multidimensional one. We thought it was instructive and
convenient to conclude the collection with the works that contain the exact
data and calculations of damage, and images of the destroyed country.

In closing, from the published works, we can draw some summarised
and general conclusions. The 1999 aggression on the FRY did not have
legitimacy or legality. The aggression was conditioned inter alia by specific
geopolitical circumstances in the Balkans, as well as the egoistic interests
of the great powers, above all the United States. The war against the FR
Yugoslavia or Serbia occurred in a period when the unipolar order was
at its pinnacle and the United States, as its leader, did not have an equal
rival on the international scene. Finally, it is certain that a similar
aggression today would be much more difficult to perform. NATO
members, above all the United States, have prepared war operations
carefully and have taken a number of measures to provide and support
them logistically, informatively and with intelligence data. The damage
inflicted on the FRY is enormous, but the future of the Alliance (its further
development, functioning and engagement) is not entirely certain.
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We hope the works published in this international thematic collection
of papers will help researchers around the world to understand the tragic
events of 1999 more qualitatively and comprehensively, as well as the role
of Serbia and all other actors. That was the principal purpose of
publishing this collection of papers.

Dean of the Faculty of Security Studies at the University of Belgrade
Professor Vladimir N. Cvetkovi¢, Ph.D.

Director of the Institute of International Politics and Economics
Professor Branislav Dordevié, Ph.D.
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